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Doll Memorial Ceremony
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The Doll Memorial Ceremony is held to commemorate old dolls with
gratitude. It is because the child's doll is believed to act as substitute
for her to accept misfortunes she may encounter from birth to
adulthood.

It is held annually at SHOGANJI Temple on November 14th
(Prefectural Citizen's Day).
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KONQOSU Surprise Doll’ s Festival
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This festival has been held since 2005 not only to promote KONOSU
as the hometown of HINA dolls, but also for encouraging all citizens to
enjoy the tradition-based festival and the revitalized towns together
with a huge number of visitors from outside the city. The whole town
is involved in the celebration of the HINA dolls festival that is centered
on one main venue and 5 satellite venues. The HINADAN is certified as
“Japan's highest pyramid doll stand decorated with HINA dolls” on the
NIPPON-1 Net.
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KONOSU BINA KONOSU NO AKAMONO SEISAKU GIJUTSU

Lok 55:@1 YEEMETTL]

g LRGN F T =0 ITEEEMRE@YWJ

Saitama Traditional Handicraft National Important Intangible Folk Cultural Property
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Renowned for its doll-making expertise in the Edo period, KONOSU was also a cultivation area of

Bt ] OBUEIZE T EITREA LD [VEHD AFEZEE 308 B paulownia trees for producing furniture. The paulownia sawdust is used as an ingredient for making
> = S SEVOHE — > T AKAMONO and also heads of HINA dolls. The procedure of making AKAMONO includes these steps;
3 PR7P A ° S . . . ) . L -
300A] EWSEEEA T DETURDERA TET LR mixing sawdust with glue, putting the mixture in a mold, drying it completely, painting the doll red and
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, N . LN N 1 o It has long been known that red objects ward off evil spirits, and the red doll is said to have been
Bz 0a o BoEw [BRO | AEES N [TERY invented by a doll maker as a type of good-luck charm. This tradition of creating good-luck charms dates
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* *‘KUMAKIN’ (KINTARO with a bear) and ‘KOIKIN" (KINTARO with a carp) are children's amulets used to
pray for children's good health.

KONOSU Dolls, a histoy spannig 380 years * 'SHISHIGASHIRA" (lion mask) is a charm for home safety and is used as a talisman against evil.

According to one theory about how the dolls first began to be produced
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KOSHIGAYA, and Edo JUKKEN-DANA) in KANTO. It is also reputed to
have the best-dressed (in kimono) Hina dolls in KANTO. The production
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